Weekly Readings
September 12 - October 24, 2021
September 12 - Proverbs 1:20-33
A reading from the Book of Proverbs
Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At the busiest corner she cries out; at
the entrance of the city gates she speaks: “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How
long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? Give heed to my reproof; I will pour
out my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. Because I have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, and because you have ignored all my counsel and
would have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you,
when panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and
anguish come upon you. Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently
but will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, would have
none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be
sated with their own devices. For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys
them; but those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.
September 19 - Proverbs 31:10-31
A reading from the Book of Proverbs
A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in
her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks
wool and flax and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of the merchan, she brings her food
from far away. She rises while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her
servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. She
girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.
Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She
opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her household
when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is
fine linen and purple. Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the
land. She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes. Strength and
dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the
bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: “Many
women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works
praise her in the city gates.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.

September 26 - Est 7:1-6,9-10, 9:20-22
A reading from the Book of Esther
So, the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking
wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered,
“If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me - that is my petition and the lives of my people - that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I
would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.”5Then King
Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?”6Esther
said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman
has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And
the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the
Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they
should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year
by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been
turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make
them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the
poor.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.
October 3 - Job 1:1, 2-1-10
A reading from the Book of Job
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and upright, one
who feared God and turned away from evil. One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to
Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and from on the earth,
and from walking up and down on it.” The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?
There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from
evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason.”
Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save their lives. But
stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”
The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.” So, Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his
head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself and sat among the ashes. Then his wife said to
him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” But he said to her, “You speak as any
foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In
all this Job did not sin with his lips.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church

October 10 (Harvest Sunday) - 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from the First Letter of Timothy
First of all then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all—this was
attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.
October 17 - Hebrews 5:1-10
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he
himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for
those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by
God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in
another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he
learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the
order of Melchizedek.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church
October 24 - Job 42:1-6, 10-17
A reading from the Book of Job
Then Job answered the Lord: “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be
thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore, I have uttered what I did not
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question
you, and you declare to me.’ I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job
when he had prayed for his friends; and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then there
came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him
in his house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought
upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. The Lord blessed the latter days
of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand
yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. He named the first

Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. In all the land there were no women so
beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. After
this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, four
generations. And Job died, old and full of days.
Hear what the spirit is saying to the church.

