Weekly Readings
September 20th - October 18th

September 20 Philippians 1:21-30
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I
come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

September 27

Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water;
and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill
us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of
the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with
which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’

October 4

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9,12-20

Then God spoke all these words:
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;
you shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work.
Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord
your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.
When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses,
‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.’ Moses said
to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him
upon you so that you do not sin.’

October 11 Deuteronomy 8:7-16
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs
and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and
fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread
without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills
you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that
he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When
you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and
flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied,
then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an
arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint
rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble
you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.
October 18 Exodus 33:12-23
Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by name, and you have
also found favour in my sight.” Now if I have found favour in your sight, show me your ways, so
that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.’
He said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ And he said to him, ‘If your
presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found
favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I
and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do
the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favour in my sight, and I know you by
name.’ Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’ And he said, ‘I will make all my goodness pass
before you, and will proclaim before you the name, “The Lord”; and I will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But’, he said, ‘you cannot see
my face; for no one shall see me and live.’ And the Lord continued, ‘See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the
rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand,
and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.’

