
READINGS 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 2:1-5    

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 

mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised 

above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go 

up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 

Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in 

the light of the Lord!  

  
SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14  

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as 

in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling 

and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires.  

DECEMBER 4, 2022 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 11:1-10                                                                   

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit 

of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall 

not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 

the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around 

his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall 



lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 

on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of 

the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

  
SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13                                                        

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 

that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome 

one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 

his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to 

your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, 

all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall 

come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

         DECEMBER 11, 2022 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 35:1-10                                                                           

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 

waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 



pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 

shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go 

astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 

Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 

sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   

  

SECOND READING: JAMES 5:7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 

from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be 

patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against 

one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example 

of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.   

  
DECEMBER 18, 2022 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-16    

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah 

said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 

to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted."  

SECOND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 

power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 



all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

DECEMBER 24, 2022 

FIRST READING – ISAIAH 9:2-7 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings 

good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen! Your sentinels 

lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 

Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his 

people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

JANUARY 1, 2023 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 63:7-9 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that 

the Lord has done for us, and the great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them 

according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, "Surely they 

are my people, children who will not deal falsely"; and he became their saviour in all their distress. It 

was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed 

them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 2:10-18 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 

glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who 

sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to 

call them brothers and sisters, saying, "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the 

midst of the congregation I will praise you." And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, 

"Here am I and the children whom God has given me." Since, therefore, the children share flesh and 

blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one 

who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 

by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 



Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might 

be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the 

sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 

are being tested.  

JANUARY 8, 2023 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 

upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 

heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he 

will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice 

in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the 

heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 

breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in 

righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 

people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give 

to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

SECOND READING: ACTS 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to the Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on 

the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 



dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name."  

JANUARY 15, 2023 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I 

was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified." But I said, "I have 

laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the 

Lord, and my reward with my God." And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his 

servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in 

the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength he says, "It is too light a thing that you 

should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give 

you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth." Thus says the 

Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the 

slave of rulers, "Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because 

of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."  

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, To the 

church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 

together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord 

and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to 

my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in 

every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 



JANUARY 22, 2023 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:1-4 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has 

shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 

joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 

agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 

the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there are quarrels among 

you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong 

to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ." Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of 

you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 

else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 

wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the 

cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

FIRST READING: MICAH 6:1-8 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. "O my people, what 

have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of 

Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 



Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the 

Lord." "With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 

rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 

my body for the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 

foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is 

stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 

wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 

things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 

Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."  

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 58:1-9A  

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my 

ways, as if they were a nation that practised righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their 

God; they ask of me righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. "Why do we fast, but 



you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve your own interest 

on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to 

strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is 

such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and 

to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the 

fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 

oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring 

the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself 

from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 

quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you 

shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12  

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in 

lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 

proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among 

the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 

who are doomed to perish. But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed 

before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him" - these 

things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 

of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? 

So also no one comprehends what is truly God's except the Spirit of God. Now we have received 

not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 

bestowed on us by God.  

 

 

 



FEBRUARY 12, 2023 

FIRST READING:  DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your 

God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall 

live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering 

to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the 

land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 

your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 

means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to 

your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9  

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. 

Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and 

quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For 

when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are you not merely human? 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord 

assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants 

and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the 

labour of each. For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's building.  


